
M yth  # 1: Ser i al  k i l l er s ar e 

ever yw her e.

Fact : Peopl e ar e m ur der ed  by 

ser i al  k i l l er s,bu t  th i s i s n ot  a 

com m on  occu r r en ce. 

-  81%  of all homicides involve 
on victim and one offender. 

MYTHS OF
CRIME AND
THE 
CRIMINAL
JUSTICE
SYSTEM

Many people in today's society have a false 
idea of crime trends and  how the criminal 
justice system operates. One of the main 
reasons for this false belief is a result of the 
media's portrayal of crime through outlets 
such as the news and crime shows.  This 
brochure is meant to provide you with 
accurate information regarding crime and how 
the criminal justice. actually operates. 
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1%  

of homicides 
are committed 

by serial 
kil lers. 

- 15%  of homicides involve 
one victim and multiple 

offenders.

M yth  # 5: Cr i m e r ates ar e stead i l y  

i n cr easi n g i n  the Un i ted  States, 

especi al l y  v i ol en t  cr i m e.

Fact : Cr i m e r ates have been  

decr easi n g si n ce the 1990s. 

Vi ol en t  cr i m e occu r s m uch l ess 

com par ed  to pr oper ty  cr i m e.

Crime rates increased after World 
War II in the United States. For 
example, violent crime almost 
increased 4x between 1960 and 
1990. In this same time period, 
property crime rates more than 
doubled. However, since the 
1990s, crime in the United States 
has been decreasing steadily. 



M yth  # 2:Pol i ce i n vest i gat i on s typ i cal l y  

en d  w i th  shootou ts betw een  the 

suspect  an d  the pol i ce.

Fact : Over al l , pol i ce shoot i n gs ar e n ot  

ver y com m on  th r oughou t  the U.S.

- Of the 413,000 police off icers 
in the United States in 2012:

- 92 were kil led in tje l ine of 
duty.

- 47 of these 92 were kil led 
intentionally. 

* Police agencies 
self-report off icer 
shootings, so there is 
not a statistical way 
to measure exactly 
how many cit izens 
are shot by police. 

M yth  # 3: Ev i den ce i s easi l y  obtai n ed  an d  qu i ck l y  pr ocessed . 

Fact : Tan gi bl e ev i den ce i s d i f f i cu l t  to f i n d  an d  pr ocess, 

w h i ch  typ i cal l y  causes th i s to be a l on g pr ocess. 

- Biological evidence can take months to 
process. 

- 2/3 of the biological evidence 
collected from homicide crime 
scenes  is  analyzed. 

- Less than 1%  of all serious crimes 
are solved using DNA.

- Surveillance cameras, on average, record 
24-72 hours of footage before over-writ ing 
footage. As a result, investigators can lose 
evidence if  they don't act quickly. 

M yth  # 4: Al m ost  al l  cr i m i n al  cases ar e sol ved , an d  they typ i cal l y  ar e 

sol ved  w i th i n  60 m i n u tes.

Fact : Cases typ i cal l y  tak e t i m e an d  of ten  go un sol ved .

It takes 36 days  on average 

after an incident has occurred 
for an arrest to take place.  

According to crime shows, police solve approximately 97%  of their 
cases. However, police solve approximately 40%  of all of their cases. 


